This text is a comprehensive volume on the pathology of infants and children. Like the first edition, the second edition covers all aspects of pediatric pathology, including hereditary, congenital, neoplastic, and acquired disease as well as forensics. The purpose of this text is to provide a much-needed comprehensive resource not only for full-time pediatric pathologists, but also for general pathologists who find themselves frequently called upon to function as pediatric pathologists in today's managed care environment. The editors accomplish this formidable task by enlisting the help of numerous contributing authors, many of whom are notable leaders in their respective areas of expertise.
Book Review
This text is a comprehensive volume on the pathology of infants and children. Like the first edition, the second edition covers all aspects of pediatric pathology, including hereditary, congenital, neoplastic, and acquired disease as well as forensics. The purpose of this text is to provide a much-needed comprehensive resource not only for full-time pediatric pathologists, but also for general pathologists who find themselves frequently called upon to function as pediatric pathologists in today's managed care environment. The editors accomplish this formidable task by enlisting the help of numerous contributing authors, many of whom are notable leaders in their respective areas of expertise. The text is organized into two sections covering general and organ system pathology, respectively. New to the second edition are chapters on the role of the pediatric pathologist and techniques in pediatric pathology. The techniques chapter addresses issues unique to the pediatric population regarding fine needle aspiration, imaging, autopsy, and molecular diagnostics. Overall, the text contains very readable and thorough discussions of all major aspects of pathologic anatomy. Tables are used extensively and effectively to present details that may otherwise get lost in the text. Where relevant, pertinent features of embryology/developmental biology are integrated into the text.
An excellent feature is the collection of appendices at the end of the text, which provide numerous graphs and tables of anthropomorphic data for children of various gestational and postgestational ages. Another excellent feature is the extensive references for each chapter. References are both historical and current, with several chapters containing more than 500 entries. One weakness of the text is the quality of gross and microscopic photographs. Poor resolution, especially on many low-power photomicrographs, precludes adequate visualization of cellular detail and morphology. Additionally, all photographs are black and white. Nevertheless, the photographs are generally helpful in making diagnoses and illustrating points made in the text.
In summary, this edition is a well written, exceedingly thorough, unrivaled component of the pathology literature. This text will be an invaluable resource to anyone faced with the challenges of pediatric pathology.
